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Outsiders:   The Communists
In spite of their growing internal organisation, the
Communists were in quite a different category.
The headquarters of the German Communist Party were
nominally in Berlin but actually in Moscow. For, loyal to
the communist principle that all movements for world
revolution must be directed by the Komintern at Moscow,
the German Communist leaders had to apply to Moscow for
consent to every step they took. As is the general rule in
such cases, the forces which were situated outside Germany
did not accurately see what was afoot there.
And at that time, just as it is to-day, Moscow's point of
view was that the time for communist domination in
Germany was not ripe. Moscow wished to bring Hitler
and National Socialism to power in order to raise the Red
Flag over Germany after the collapse of the Third Reich.
Economic distress was driving millions into the arms of
the Communist Party. At the election of November 1932
the Communists received too seats in the Reichstag. But
they did not wish to gather these votes in order to take over
reins of power in the state. Their object was to keep up
violent opposition, to prevent the formation of any reason-
able government, to increase internal difficulties and to
prepare the soil for communism. No one in the German
Communist Party at that time thought of a putsch. This
naturally did not prevent the National Socialists from
advertising the danger of communist attempts at revolution.
On the one hand this gave them an obvious opportunity to
develop the S.A. accordingly, and on the other hand they
preferred to be lauded as c the saviours of the State ' from
Bolshevism, than to be pilloried as putschists. This argu-
ment was finally produced by the National Socialists over
the affair of the Reichstag fire. For as the Communists
were not thinking of a putsch, something of the sort had to
be staged by the National Socialists themselves in order to
serve as an excuse for their subsequent deeds of violence.
The Communists had thus to be reckoned as a power
factor. But only as a negative one. There was no reason